
Education facilities are 
essential components of 
sustainable communities 
and regeneration. 
However, there are often difficulties 
in finding suitable sites, obtaining 
planning permission for new 
facilities in sensitive areas and in 
extending existing buildings. Similar 
constraints also apply to new uses 
on education sites to help fund new 
facilities. 

Such proposals can also give 
rise to strong local opposition 
and, on sensitive education sites 
where an objective and rigorous 
approach has to be shown, using 
independent planning consultants 
to advise on new developments can 
be beneficial.

Services
Typical areas where NLP assists 
education bodies and developers 
include:

• strategies to achieve planning 
permission in conjunction with 
service providers such as PFI 
developers

• assessing the availability of 
alternative sites

• comprehensive planning 
statements to support 
applications

• assessing visual impacts of 
proposals

• community consultation 
strategies

• preparation/evaluation of 
funding bids

Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners 
Ltd. (NLP) is one of the UK’s 
largest independent planning and 
development consultancies, with 
extensive experience in dealing with 
these types of planning issues for 
schools, colleges, adult education 
centres and universities throughout 
the UK.

For over 40 years, we have been 
advising public and private sector 
clients on education developments, 
including universities, local 
education authorities, PFI 
developers and housebuilders. 

With offices in London, Newcastle, 
Manchester and Cardiff, we 
are able to bring clients a 
national perspective combined 
with an understanding of local 
circumstances.  

• studies to justify the loss of 
playing fields

• formulating replacement sports 
provision

• advising on the need for, and 
preparing, Environmental Impact 
Assessments

• reviewing planning submissions 
for school development made 
by other parties

• acting as an expert witness at 
public inquiries and hearings

• advice on permitted 
development rights for 
educational buildings

• representations to development 
plans to achieve site allocations

• labour market analysis of 
training needs.

01 – Marylebone 
Grammar School, 
London

02 – Darlington 
College of Technology  
Architects: Ellis Williams 
Architects 

03 – Illustrative layout 
for Sidmouth Drive 
Community School

04 – JFS, Brent 
(John Rifkin©) 

05 – UCL laboratory 
building, London
Architects: Grimshaw

06 – St. Paul’s School, 
Richmond, London
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Contacts
For more information, please 
contact:

www.nlpplanning.com

London Office
T 020 7837 4477
F 020 7837 2277
E london@nlpplanning.com
C John Robertson 

Newcastle upon Tyne Office
T 0191 261 5685
F 0191 261 9180
E newcastle@nlpplanning.com
C David Graham

Cardiff Office
T 029 2066 3600
F 029 2038 4455
E cardiff@nlpplanning.com
C Gareth Williams

Manchester Office
T 0161 834 2115
F 0161 834 2117
E manchester@nlpplanning.com
C Justin Gartland

Track Record 

NLP has extensive experience advising on or 
in obtaining permission for various types of 
education development:

• JFS School, Brent - permission for new 
secondary school on open space site

• Sidmouth Drive, Hillingdon - planning 
appeal for 900 pupil community school, 
library and adult education centre

• London Boroughs of Enfield and Newham 
- advised on 4 new PFI schools, including 
one on Metropolitan Open Land

• UCL Cancer Studies Centre in the 
Bloomsbury conservation area 

• St. Paul’s School, Richmond – 
masterplan to improve school facilities 
by redevelopment within heritage and 
landscape constraints

• Marylebone Grammar School, London 
– conversion of listed office buildings to a 
school

• Lambeth College - redevelopment of 6th 
form college

• London City Academy – advised Barnet 
City Council on planning application for 
new school in Metropolitan Open Land

• Middlesborough College - advised on 
disposal of four campus sites to fund a 
purpose-built college

• Ascham House school, Newcastle 
– planning appeal for extension within 
conservation area 

• Yarm School, Northallerton -  relocation 
from several sites to a single new site 
within a strategic gap

• Darlington College of Technology - 
housing redevelopment of the existing 
site to enable relocation of the College to 
a modern facility

• Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College, 
Darlington – replacement sports 
provision to compensate for residential 
development of hockey pitch to fund a 
new College block

• Brixton City Academy - assessed different 
site options and regeneration benefits.

07 – UCL Neuroscience 
building, London
Architects: HLM Architects
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